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ACADEMIC	POSITIONS	
					

Congressional	Fellow,	American	Political	Science	Association	(office/agency	affiliation	TBD)																	2026-2027	
								

EDUCATION	
			

Ph.D.									Political	Science,	University	of	Chicago																																																																																															Summer	2026	
																	Subfields:	American	Politics	&	Comparative	Politics					
																	Committee:	Jon	Rogowski	(Chair),	Elise	Blasingame,	John	Brehm,	Monika	Nalepa	

							

M.A.		Political	Science,	University	of	Chicago																																																																						 	 																March		2021	
M.A.		Politics	and	Education,	Columbia	University		 	 	 	 	 																					June		2007	
B.A.			English	Literature,	University	of	Wisconsin	-	Madison																																																 																					June		1999	

																	
FURTHER	TRAINING	
Empirical	Implications	of	Theoretical	Models	(EITM)	Summer	Institute,	Princeton	University									Summer	2023	
Cornell	University	Migrations	Summer	Institute		 	 																																																																													Summer	2022	
Essex	University	(UK)	Summer	School	in	Social	Data	Analysis																																																																						Summer	2020		
														
AFFILIATIONS	
Visiting	Scholar,	Aarhus	University	(Denmark),	Department	of	Ecoscience		 	 	 				2025-2026	
Doctoral	Fellow,	Pozen	Center	for	Human	Rights,	University	of	Chicago	 	 	 																					2022-2023	
Early	Career	Fellow,	APSA	Elections,	Public	Opinion,	and	Voting	Behavior	Section																			 					2022-2023		
Visiting	Scholar,	Malmö	University	(Sweden),	Department	of	Society,	Culture,	and	Identity																					2022-2023	
Visiting	Scholar,	Institute	of	Social	and	Economic	Research,	University	of	Alaska	–	Anchorage																2020-2021	

													
PEER-REVIEWED	JOURNAL	ARTICLE	
Castañeda	Dower,	Sonja.	“Assimilation	and	Delegation:	A	Formal	Model	of	Federal-Tribal	Dynamics”		
Journal	of	Political	Institutions	and	Political	Economy	5,	no.	2	(2024):	305-334.	
						
WORKING	PAPERS	
“When	Exclusion	Mobilizes:	Institutional	Design,	Collective	Action,	and	Political	Participation”		
“When	Congress	Is	Not	Watching:	Legislative	Accountability	and	the	Politics	of	Indian	Termination”		

(with	Scott	Cooley,	University	of	Chicago)	
“Assimilation	and	Self-Determination:	Renaming	Indigenous	People	in	the	U.S.,	1890-1910”	
			
WORKS	IN	PROGRESS			
“Descriptive	Representation	and	Electoral	Accountability	in	Congress”	
	 	 (with	Jaclyn	Kaslovsky,	Washington	University	and	Jon	C.	Rogowski,	University	of	Chicago)	
“Seventh	Generation	Politics:	Culture,	Resources	and	Discounting	for	the	Future	in	Alaska	and	Greenland"	
“Collective	Landholding,	Eminent	Domain,	and	the	Politics	of	Environmental	Governance”	
	 	 (with	Francesca	Lupi,	Columbia	University)	
“Effects	of	Culturally	Based	Policy	in	Heterogeneous	Places:	Evidence	from	Schools	in	Alaska”			
			
OTHER	PEER-REVIEWED	PUBLICATIONS	

			

“Indigenous	Authority	and	Democracy	in	Alaska	and	Greenland.”	Chapter	in	Understanding	Indigenous	Politics:	
Engagement,	Opportunities,	and	Challenges	in	a	Changing	World,	edited	by	Richard	C.	Witmer	and	Kirsten	Matoy	
Carlson	(Expected	2027)	
				
“Teaching	 Indigenous	 Politics.”	 Chapter	 in	Elgar	 Encyclopedia	 of	 Teaching	 and	 Pedagogy	 in	 Political	 Science.	
Edward	Elgar	Publishing	(Expected	2026)		
					
SELECTED	PRESENTATIONS		
Arctic	Science	Summit	Week,	Aarhus	University	(Aarhus,	Denmark)																																																																											2026	
American	Political	Science	Association	(APSA,	various	locations)																																															2020-2022,	2024-2026	
Midwest	Political	Science	Association	(MPSA,	Chicago,	IL)			 	 																																								2019,	2022-2026	
Women	in	Legislative	Studies	(various	locations)		 	 	 	 	 																				2025,	2026	
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Politics	of	Race,	Immigration,	and	Ethnicity	Consortium	(various	locations)																																						2022,	2025,	2026	
American	Politics	Workshop,	University	of	Chicago																																																																																			2021-2023,	2025	
Western	Political	Science	Association	(WPSA,	various	locations)																																																																						2023,	2025	
Comparative	Politics	Workshop,	University	of	Chicago	 	 	 	 	 																				2023,	2025	
International	Conference	on	Arctic	Research	Planning	(Boulder,	CO)	 	 	 																																2025	
Greenland	Science	Week	(Nuuk,	Greenland)	 	 	 	 		 																																																2025	
Barney	Ford	Lab	University	of	Colorado	(Boulder,	CO)	 																																																																																							2025	
Journal	of	Political	Institutions	and	Political	Economy	Symposium,	USC	(Los	Angeles,	CA)						 																2024	
Elections,	Public	Opinion	&	Voting	Behavior	Conference,	Florida	State	University	(Tallahassee,	FL)						2023,	2024	
Empirical	Implications	of	Theoretical	Models	Summer	Institute,	Princeton	University	(Princeton,	NJ)												2023	
American	Politics	Conference,	Center	for	Effective	Government,	University	of	Chicago		 																																2023	
Pozen	Center	for	Human	Rights,	University	of	Chicago		 	 	 	 	 	 																	2023	
Cornell	University	Migrations	Summer	Institute	(Ithaca,	NY)																														 	 	 																	2022	
Southern	Political	Science	Association	(San	Antonio,	TX)				 	 							 	 																																	2022	
Newberry	Consortium	in	American	Indian	Studies	(Chicago,	IL)	 	 	 	 	 					2020,	2022	
															
GRANTS	&	AWARDS	(*Total	for	multiple	years)	
		$9,000			William	A.	Steiger	Fund	for	Legislative	Studies																																																																																						2026-2027	

				$10,000			Pearson	Institute	for	the	Study	and	Resolution	of	Global	Conflicts,	University	of	Chicago	 					2024-2026	
$12,000*		Graduate	Global	Impact/Advance	Award,	University	of	Chicago																																2020-2021,	2025-2026	
			$4,500*		APSA	Advancing	Research	Grant	for	Indigenous	Politics																																																																				2022,	2026		
		$5,000	 	Pozen	Center	for	Human	Rights	Research	Grant,	University	of	Chicago	 	 																				2024-2025	
				$4,750			Agnes	and	Nathan	Janco	Award	Research	Grant,	University	of	Chicago	 	 																																		2024	
		$6,600				Forum	for	Free	Inquiry	and	Expression	Research	Grant,	University	of	Chicago																																					2024	
		$2,500			Center	for	the	Study	of	Race,	Politics,	and	Culture	Research	Grant,	University	of	Chicago							2023-2024	
		$1,500				Bienen	Summer	Research	Award,	University	of	Chicago			 					 																																				2021,	2023	
			$2,000				Pozen	Center	for	Human	Rights	Fellowship,	University	of	Chicago		 																					 					2022-2023	
					$500				APSA	Elections,	Public	Opinion	and	Voting	Behavior	Fellowship		 	 																				2022-2023	
		$5,000*		Institute	of	Politics	summer	support,	University	of	Chicago		 	 		 	 				2020,	2022	
		$2,000				Andrew	W.	Mellon	Foundation,	Cornell	University	Migrations	Institute		 	 				 																2022	
		£1,100				Political	Science	Department,	UChicago,	for	Essex	(UK)	Social	Data	Analysis	Summer	School									2020	
																	
CONFERENCE	&	TRAVEL	SUPPORT	(*Total	for	multiple	years)	
						$980*		PRIEC	Conference	Travel	(UC	Santa	Barabara,	CU	Boulder,	UT-Austin)																											2022,	2025,	2026	

										$366	 		Polar	Science	Early	Career	Travel	Grant																																																																																																														2025	
							$1000	 		Social	Science	Division,	UChicago,	for	travel	to	Greenland	Science	Week		 																																	2025	
				$18,000				Jointly	raised	for	UChicago	Indigenous	Politics	Workshop	events	+	participant	travel																										2025	
						$2,400*		University	of	Chicago	Department	of	Political	Science	Travel	Awards																		2021,	2022,	2024,	2025																																	
		$1,000*			APSA	Fund	for	Latino	Politics	Scholarship																																																																																														2023,	2024	
							$550*			APSA	for	travel	to	Annual	Meetings																																																																																												2021,	2022,	2024	
					$1,000			EPOVB	Section	&	FSU	Institute	of	Politics	for	travel:	EPOVB	Conference,	Tallahassee,	FL																2023	
					
FIELD	RESEARCH		
Document	collection;	observational	research;	semi-structured	interviews	

• Alaska	(various	sites,	2020,	2023,	2025)	
• Greenland	(Ilulissat;	Sisimiut;	Nuuk,	2023,	2025)	
• New	Zealand	(Gisborne;	Rotorua,	2023–2024)	

				
ARCHIVAL	RESEARCH		
Administrative	records	collection	and	analysis;	database	construction;	oral	history	transcription.	

• United	 States	 –	Alaska:	 Anchorage	 2020;	 Fairbanks	 2023,	 2024,	 2026;	 Juneau	 2024.	 Oregon:	 Eugene,	
Chiloquin,	Klamath	Falls	2024.	New	Mexico:	Pojoaque	Pueblo,	Santa	Fe	2024.	Washington	D.C.	2022,	2026.	

• Greenland:	Ilulissat	2023;	Sisimiut	2023;	Nuuk,	2023,	2025.	
• New	Zealand:	Gisborne	and	Rotorua	2023-2024.	
• Australia:	Brisbane	and	Sydney	2024)	
• Denmark:	Copenhagen	2021,	2022	
• Sweden:	Lund	and	Malmö	2022	
• Norway:	Oslo	2021	
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TEACHING	–	UNIVERSITY	OF	CHICAGO	

Head	Teaching	Assistant,	Politics	and	Policy	(Undergraduate),	The	College																																																								Fall	2022																														
Instructor:	Christopher	Berry,	Professor,	Harris	School	of	Public	Policy	

				

Teaching	Assistant,	Democratic	Erosion	(Undergraduate),	The	College																																																									Winter	2022																																										
Instructor:	Susan	Stokes,	Professor,	Department	of	Political	Science	
	

Guest	Lecturer,	Democratic	Erosion	(Undergraduate),	The	College																																																																	Winter	2022	
“Interpreting,	Integrating,	and	Improving	the	Varieties	of	Democracy	Database”	

	

Teaching	Assistant,	Survey	Design	(Graduate),	Harris	School	of	Public	Policy																																								Spring	2021																																																															
Instructor:	Rene	Bautista,	PI,	General	Social	Survey;	Co-director,	National	Opinion	Research	Center	
					
ADDITIONAL	RELATED	EXPERIENCE		
Research	Assistant,	William	Howell,	Professor/Chair,	Political	Science,	University	of	Chicago																		2022-2023		
Grant	Writer,	EcoWorks	(Ganthier,	Haiti/Miami,	FL);	Caridad	Medical	Center	(Boynton	Beach,	FL)						2017-2019	
Researcher/Evaluator,	Higher	School	of	Economics	(Moscow,	Russia)																																																													2008-2015		
Editor,	New	Economic	School	(Moscow,	Russia)	 																																																																																																		2012-2015	
Program	Coordinator/Acting	Director,	Access	&	Engagement,	GSAS,	Columbia	University	(NY,	NY).					2005-2008				
Evaluator	Quality	Evaluation	Design	(New	York,	NY);	Center	for	Civic	Education	(Los	Angeles,	CA)						2000-2002			
	 															
RECENT	SERVICE	&	MENTORING						

		

Academic	
Advisory	Board	Member,	APSA	Indigenous	Studies	Network	 	 	 	 													2023	-	present	
Co-Coordinator,	Future	Generations	in	Indigenous	Politics	Workshop,	University	of	Chicago										2024	-	present	
Discussant,	WPSA,	Session:	American	Indians	and	American	Governance,	Seattle,	WA	 																																2025	
Session	Co-chair,	Arctic	Social	Science,	Conference	on	Arctic	Research	Planning,	Boulder,	CO																												2025											
Session	Chair,	APSA	Annual	Meeting,	Session:	Indigenous	Politics,	Philadelphia,	PA																																															2024	
Panelist,	PhD	Recruitment,	Department	of	Political	Science,	University	of	Chicago																																					2021-2024	
Co-coordinator,	American	Politics	Workshop,	University	of	Chicago	 																											2021-2022,	2022-2023	
Panelist,	Grants	&	Fellowships	Workshop,	University	of	Chicago	 	 	 	 																																2023	
Panelist,	PhD	Student	Orientation,	Division	of	Social	Science,	University	of	Chicago																																		2021,	2022	
					
Mentoring	(K-12	and	community/village	list	provided	upon	request)	
Research	Mentor	(re:	AK	Native	Constitutions	and	Termination	Policy),	Undergrad,	UPenn												2024	-	present	
Research	Mentor	(re:	Communal	Landholding	&	Eminent	Domain),	Undergrad,	UChicago																	2024	-	present	
Research	Mentor	(re:	Alaska	Native	Land	Claims),	Undergrad,	University	of	Alaska,	Fairbanks								2025	-	present	
Research	Mentor	(re:	Ainu	and	Aleut	Politics),	Undergrad,	Creighton	University,	Omaha,	NE																	2025	-	2026	
Program	Mentor,	Department	of	Political	Science,	UChicago.																																																																													2020	-	2022	
Program	Mentor,	Institute	of	Politics,	UChicago																																																																																																						2020	-	2022	
					
LANGUAGES	
Primary	-	English;	Intermediate	-	Norwegian,	Spanish;	Beginner	-	Danish,	Russian,	Swedish	
							
SKILLS	
R,	Stata,	QGIS,	Qualtrics,	network	analysis	(igraph),	NVivo,	survey	design	
					
REFERENCES	
			

Jon	Rogowski	(Chair)	
Professor	
Department	of	Political	Science	
University	of	Chicago	
jrogowski@uchicago.edu	
		
John	Brehm	
Professor	
Department	of	Political	Science	
University	of	Chicago	
jjbrehm@uchicago.edu	
	

Monika	Nalepa	
Professor	
Department	of	Political	Science	
University	of	Chicago	
mnalepa@uchicago.edu	
									
Elise	Blasingame	
Assistant	Professor	
Department	of	Political	Science	
Emory	University	
elise.blasingame@emory.edu


